
M r. [Harold] Hamm believes that if Mr. Obama 

truly wants more job creation, he should study North 

Dakota, the state with the lowest unemployment rate in 

the nation at 3.5%. He swears that number is over-

stated: “We can't find any unemployed people up 

there. The state has 18,000 unfilled jobs,” Mr. Hamm 

insists. “And these are jobs that pay $60,000 to 

$80,000 a year.” The economy is expanding so fast 

that North Dakota has a housing shortage. Thanks to 

the oil boom—Continental pays more than $50 million 

in state taxes a year—the state has a budget surplus 

and is considering ending income and property taxes. 

 

Stephen Moore, in his October 1, 2011 article in The 

Wall Street Journal entitled “How North Dakota 

Became Saudi Arabia” 
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City of Dilworth Celebrates 100 Years 

Microsoft’s Fargo campus has expanded and employs 1,500 direct 

workers, vendors and contingent staff. A recently announced      

partnership with Hitachi could turn into 1,700 new jobs by 2016. 

Fargo is Microsoft’s second largest campus worldwide. 
 

Caterpillar in West Fargo is undergoing a $50 million expansion 

and will double their workforce with the generation of 250 new jobs 

over three years. 
 

Cargill has announced plans to rebuild and expand its oilseed    

processing plant in West Fargo. The project’s final costs are         

expected to total more than $50 million.  
 

Costco has chosen West Fargo for its first North Dakota location, 

with plans to hire up to 250 people to staff the big-box retailer. 

 

Precision Dental Laboratories, Inc. in downtown Fargo is          

undergoing a $1.05 million expansion of equipment and building 

improvements. 

 

Tri-College University, in collaboration with the GFMEDC and 

Sanford Health, has launched a first in the nation undergraduate  

academic minor in vaccinology.  

Jobs and Investment 
Minnkota Windows in Fargo is undergoing a $5.3 million   

expansion in a new location and will create 22 jobs over three 

years within Rommesmo Companies. 
 

SJ Machine in Casselton is investing $175,000 in new     

equipment, expanding their machining capability and creating 

two jobs within three years.  
 

Minnkota EnviroServices in North Fargo is undergoing a 

$775,000 project to add new equipment and make                

improvements to their building.  
 

Marv Haugen Enterprises in Casselton has announced a one  

million dollar expansion project. The money will be used to 

buy 2.75 acres of land for a 16,000 square foot building and 

new equipment.   
 

Midco Connections expanded its operations in Fargo and is 

expected to bring as many as 300 new jobs to the Fargo area 

over the next three years. 
 

Business & Entrepreneurial Services, a program of M State, 

has opened business incubators in Hawley, Detroit Lakes and 

Frazee, with another soon to open in Perham. 
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